Different responses of serum cationic trypsinogen to secretin and bombesin in normal subjects and patients with chronic alcoholic pancreatitis.
We evaluated the behavior of serum cationic trypsinogen (SCT), an enzyme of solely pancreatic origin, in 30 patients with chronic pancreatitis and 25 healthy subjects as a control, after secretin and bombesin stimulation. After both the stimulations, serum cationic trypsinogen is unable to distinguish between the healthy control subjects and the patients with chronic pancreatitis. On the other hand, after secretin, the enzyme is able to separate chronic pancreatitis patients with different levels of exocrine function insufficiency. It does so with a greater statistical significance than that obtained by the rapid injection of bombesin and equal to that of trypsin into the duodenal juice during duodenal intubation. For these reasons, as well as the absence of any side-effects, secretin is preferred to bombesin stimulation in the evaluation of the exocrine pancreatic function in patients with chronic pancreatitis.